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The following scatterplots show the relations among poverty, Title I, and
achievement by state.  On the horizontal axis of each scatterplot, we show the percent of
students eligible for free or reduced price lunch in the school; and on the vertical axis, we
show a state assessment reading or mathematics score for grade 4 or an adjacent grade.

Each diamond on the scatterplot represents a single school, and they are color-coded:
red for Title I schools and blue for other schools.  A best fitting straight line for the Title I
schools and one for the other schools are superimposed on the scatterplot.

To help focus on schools that are beating the odds of poverty, a rectangle is drawn in
the upper right corner of the scatterplot defining the schools in the highest poverty quartile
whose achievement scores are above the mean for the state.  One of the most important
messages of these data, which has been presented by the Education Trust
(http://www.edtrust.org/), is that there are more than a few such schools.  Poverty creates
barriers to achievement, but they are not insurmountable.

One can use these charts to compare reading and mathematics scores in Title I
schools with those in other schools, given the equivalent level of poverty.  To facilitate this,
we tested whether achievement scores of Title I schools depart significantly from the scores
predicted if they were not Title I schools.  Where a statistically significant difference exists,
we note “There is a significant different I the performance of Title I and other schools with
equivalent poverty in the state” at the bottom of the scatterplot.




















































































































































































